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Amendment to the Claims: 

The listing of claims will replace a.l prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 

application: 

Mating of Claims : 

1-20. Cancelled. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method of issuing electronic coupons 
comprising: 

making a master coupon available at an accessible electronic site; 
accessing said master coupon; 

fe^epyif^pj^yjdjn9_a customer coupon i nto a roso r w s^&tte-for a 

customer; 

establishing a benefit associated with said customer coupon wherein the 
benefit is based on properties defined by said master coupon; 

sharing the benefit of said customer coupon with another customer by 
copying said customer coupon as a child coupon to a rooorvod s fe-for said another 
customer, wfcer^wjthsaid child coupon jftheriteinheritinq the benefit associated 

with said customer coupon; and 

modifying the benefit of said customer coupon in response to the sharing 
of the benefit of the customer coupon with the child coupon. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21. wherein said master 
coupon includes rules for modifying the benefit of said customer coupon in response 
for said benefit sharing. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22. wherein the rules for 
modifying the benefit of said customer coupon include increasing the benefit of said 
shared customer coupon in response to said benefit sharing. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the rules for 
modifying the benefit of said customer coupon include providing an additional benefit 
to said shared customer coupon in response for said benefit sharing. 

25 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein said sharing the 
benefit of said customer hav4« & 4h S ^ustom^coupon with said another customer 

holding the child coupon includes: 

making a sharing request including at least identification information of 
said another customer to whom the benefit of said customer coupon is to be shared 
with; 

determining whether said another customer is eligible for receiving the 
benefit of said customer coupon based on the identification information; and 

generating the child coupon if said another customer is eligible for the 
benefit of said customer coupon. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 21 wherein the 
benefit is v a .i aL I c in torm ^ n f n t i m e-pefied-dyii ng which tho b n n o fit -te-sharedfora 
time period . 

27. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
benefit is variable according to occurrences beyond control of the customer holding 
the customer coupon. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
benefit is variable according to specific acts of the customer holding the customer 
coupon. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method according to claimi 28, wherein said 
acts include the location of the customer holding the customer coupon. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 28, wherein said 
acts include purchase of a specific item. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
customer coupon can be copied as the child coupon into another customer site 
electronically while retaining the ori§mai-customer coupon. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for issuing coupons, 
comprising: 

a server for generating master coupons at locations attributable to 
different merchants and for establishing locations attributable to customers for 
receiving coupons; 

a network connection allowing customers to access master coupons at 
said merchant locations and for the copying master coupons at locations as 
customer coupons; 

said customer coupons havirai- have a benefit which varies in 
accordance with properties defined by the master coupon; 

a server for copying the customer coupon as a child coupon te-a 
re ce i ved sito for another customer to provide a shared benefit of the customer 
coupon to the another GU ^ omer i^e child coupon; and 

the data processing system modifies mod i fy i ng t he benefit of the 
customer coupon in response to sharing a benefit of the copied customer coupon 
with the child coupon. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 32, wherein the 
network connection is an internet connection. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 32, wherein the 
network connection is a wireless network connection. 
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35. (Currently Amended) A coupon sys tem comprising: 

a data processing system which issues a master coupon, a customer coupon 

and a child coupon, and w hereinfj 

the master coupon comprises a first indicator describing at least one 
business at which the master coupon can be redeemed, a second indicator 
describing a time period during which the master coupon is valid, a third indicator 
describing at least one additional parameter which effects validity of the master 
coupon, and a fourth indicator describing a benefit of the master coupon to a 
redeemer, with the benefit being variable and depending on at least one event 
occurring after issuance of the master coupon; and 

the customer coupon comprises a copy of the master coupon reserved 
for another customer at a reserved site A and wherein 

the data processing system enables a -the child coupon which is- to be 
copied from the customer coupon to prov i d e- a snar 6< j_ ^ 0 g^re a benefit between the 
customer coupon and the child coupon; and 

the customer coupon, in response to sharing of the b en efit of th e 

customer coupon w i th a chi l d coupon roccivo s- a modifi e d -has_a_benefitj which the 
data processing system modifies bv sharing the benefit with the child coupotV and 
tho child coupon shares a benefit with the customer eettpoft. 

36. (Currently Amended) The coupons system a ccording to claim 35, 
wherein the sharing of the benefit is variable according to occurrences beyond 
control of the customer holding the customer coupon. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The method- system according to claim 35, wherein 
the benefit is variable according to acts of the customer holding the customer 
coupon. 

38. (Currently Amended) A method of issuing and redeeming coupons, 

comprising the steps of: 

making a master coupon available at an acc oc o i bl o electronic site; 

copying said master coupon mto^a-&it^for a customer as a customer 
coupon in a wireless terminal; 



c o nn e ctin g said w i rel e ss t e rminal wit 



■ devic e a t sate 



business for rod oo m i ng said coupon; 

aGc e sGi r M] sa i d master ppypon |0^ C Qpy j n g a- custom €^ soupon into a 

establishing a benefit associated with said customer coupon wherein 
the benefit is based on properties defined by said master coupon; 

sharing the benefit of said customer coupon with another customer by 
copying said customer coupon as a child coupon to a rocorvod oitc -^for said another 
customer with the child coupon inheriting the benefit associated with the customer 
coupon; af44 

modifying the benefit of the customer coupon in response for the 
benefit sharing with the child coupon*; 
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presenting said wireless t e rminal at a business for redeeming said 
customer coupon with the modified b enefit; and 

connecting said wireless terminal w ith a point of sale device at said 
business to redeem ^i.pnn with the modified benefit. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 38, wherein the 
wireless terminal and point of sale device are connected by a short range radio link. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 38, wherein the 
wireless terminal and point of sale device are connected by an infrared link. 

41. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 39, wherein the 
wireless terminal has a bar code le ader and the p oint of sale device has a scanner 
and the wireless terminal is connected to the point of sale device by displaying bar 
codes on said wireless device and scanning the displayed bar codes by said 
scanner of the point of sale device. 

42. (New) The method according to claim 38, wherein the modified benefit 
provides a benefit which is additional to the benefit defined by said master coupon to 
credit said customer for the benefit sharing. 
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